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President’'s Message
Suzanne Campbell, PhD, MT (ASCP)

The official start of summer will arrive this week. Typically,
summer offers a time to slow down a bit, to enjoy activities outside,
and to spend more time with family and friends. With all of the
summer activities, the KSCLS leadership also takes a minute to step
back for a review of the previous year and to look forward to the
upcoming year.

The 2007-2008 KSCLS year afforded us the opportunity to
identify the society’s future goals. Those goals focused on strategies
to involve students and young professionals in the society. Events
held this year that supported this goal included financial assistance for
Carrie Hodges, CLS student at KUMC, to attend the ASCLS
Legislative Symposium as the student representative for Region VI.
KSCLS/CLMA also sponsored a student reception at the annual meeting. Carrie facilitated this event
which allowed students from the CLS/CLT programs to meet and discuss common items of interest.
The presidents of both organizations spoke to the student group about the importance of becoming
actively involved in a professional organization.

KSCLS members will see an updated, more user-friendly website as we have contracted for the
maintenance of the website. Make sure you check it out — www.kscls.com. If you have items to be
placed on the website, please forward that information to any of the leadership members.

Another activity to support increased member recruitment and retention was completed by Judith
Dishinger. Judith developed a membership publication that was placed in the annual meeting
registration. Thanks Judith!

The planning and preparation for the annual continuing education meeting was the main project
for the year. This year was another great example of collaboration as KSCLS partnered with the
Wheatland Chapter of CLMA. Jan Hudzicki served as the general meeting chairperson and did an
outstanding job. Several members of both organizations contributed countless hours of time and effort
to making this another successful event. The annual meeting had 173 participants who had the
opportunity to select from 38 different continuing education sessions. A special thanks to all of the
committee members for an outstanding meeting!

A special event at the annual meeting is always the student luncheon. This time allows us the
opportunity to recognize outstanding students from each of the CLS/CLT programs in the state of
Kansas. KSCLS also awarded five $500 scholarships to students. Thanks to Nick Zerr for overseeing
the awards committee. Especially since Luke decided to make his entry into this world a bit early.




Summer is also a transition time for KSCLS leadership. As | step down from my term as
president, Jessica Dirks will assume her role as our 2008-2009 President. Both of us will be attending
the ASCLS national meeting and will participate in special sessions for out-going and in-coming
presidents. Jessica has been active in KSCLS for several year and her leadership skills will serve the
society well in the year to come.

As | reflect on my year as KSCLS president, | am thankful for the dedicated individuals that have
been involved in the society for many, many years. They do so much behind the scenes and most of us
don’t have a full appreciation for those individuals and their time and effort. | also realize it is time to
plan for the future and the importance of getting new professionals involved in the society. Each of us
needs to identify at least one new professional and mentor them in the importance of being actively
involved in their professional organizations. We have a great core of individuals with some excellent
ideas but it takes a committed team to see these ideas to fruition. | continue to encourage you to
become active in your society.

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to act as your president. | know the officers and
leadership board members for 2008-2009 will continue to provide guidance and opportunities to
promote the voice, value, and vision of ASCLS.

Have a relaxing and safe summer!!

Suzanne Campbell, KSCLS President

By Jan Hudzicki, 2008 Annual Meeting Chair

The Annual Meeting of KSCLS and the Wheatland Chapter of CLMA was held April 16-18 at the Hays
Holiday Inn. Over the three days of the meeting, close to 250 individuals participated in educational
sessions, visited the exhibits, attended business meetings, and networked with old and new colleagues.

Pre-meeting activities began on Tuesday afternoon with the 3" Annual 4-Person Golf Scramble held at
the Smoky Hill Country Club. Golfers battled the wind and each other as they raised money for
scholarships. Door prizes were awarded and the golfers feasted on grilled burgers after the game.

The meeting officially opened Wednesday morning with a Keynote address entitled “Lighting Your
Candle and Fanning Its Flame”, by motivational speaker, Ron Willis, of Jewel, KS. Mr. Willis also
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presented several other breakout session during the day. The trio of breakout rooms provided a wide
variety of educational sessions for attendees to choose from. Topics covered all the disciplines of
clinical laboratory science, and included sessions on management, regulatory issues, and interpersonal
communication skills.

That afternoon, the Exhibit Hall opened with the Vendor Reception. Thirty-two exhibitors displayed their
products and services. Hors d’oeuvres and beverages were served during the reception. A trivia game
card was provided to all attendees and the answers were found at each vendor booth. Completed
game cards were entered in a drawing for two cash prizes awarded during the meeting.

Thursday was a special day at the meeting as it was the day when the educational sessions were filled
with numerous young faces of the students currently enrolled in the CLS/MT and CLT/MLT educational
programs across the state. Some of the breakout sessions were geared specifically toward the
students. Resume writing, Interviewing techniques, and Board of Registry Certification Maintenance
were sessions developed to meet the needs of students. At lunch, the Outstanding Student from each
program was recognized with a plaque, and KSCLS scholarships were awarded to five exceptional
students. At the end of the day, a special student reception was held for the students to get to know
each other. The evening concluded with the Annual Meeting Social, which consisted of a buffet dinner
at the renovated Fox Pavilion in downtown Hays with musical entertainment provided by the Fort Hays
State University Jazz Ensemble.

The meeting concluded on Friday with a half day of education sessions. Of special note, a three hour
blood bank workshop, and a two hour Gram stain workshop were offered. The closing keynote was
given by Elissa Passiment, Executive Vice President of the American Society for Clinical Laboratory
Sciences, who explained the implications of the Competitive Bidding legislation and the successful
efforts to block the Competitive Bidding Demonstration Projects by California.

As general chair of the meeting, | am please to say that the meeting ran smoothly, and was enjoyed by
participants and vendors alike. A meeting of this nature takes the coordinated work of many volunteers
to make it a success. A heartfelt thanks to those members of KSCLS and CLMA who chaired the
various committees, moderated sessions, and manned the registration desk. A few months ago, a
unique opportunity was presented to KSCLS, and our state society was invited to participate in a multi-
state meeting with the Missouri, Nebraska, and lowa Clinical Laboratory Science Societies. KSCLS
agreed to participate and will oversee the Exhibit aspect of this meeting. This meeting will be held in
Council Bluffs, lowa, April 15-17, 2009. This will be a new venture on the part of all four states, but the
increased number of participants will attract more exhibitors who will set-up larger displays of their
products, allow us to attract well known speakers, and provide our members with the best possible
educational and networking experience they can have short of attending the National ASCLS meeting.
Mark your calendars and plan on joining us in lowa next year.

“Power of Business Literacy” SmartLab sponsored by Siemans
Whiskey Creek Wood Fire Grill, Hays, KS

June 26, 2008, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Cost: CLMA Members $25 Non-Members: $30.00 Students: $12.50

Please register in advance by contacting: Sami Werner e-mail: swerner@plainville.hpmin.com
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KSCLS Leadership
Opportunities

Contact Jessica Dirks at jessicadirks@att.net if
interested in any of these positions.

Standing Committees
Professional Relations
Publications
2010 Annual Meeting Chair

Scientific Assembly
Immuno/Immunohematology
Biochemistry/Urinalysis

KSCLS Board
Northwest District Representative
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Samantha Fumento, Wichita State University

Katie Jones, Seward County Community College
Danielle King, KU Medical Center

Randi Ramsey, Barton County Community College
Logan Barrett, Wichita Area Technical (not pictured

Think you can’t have fun playing golf in the wind.
Think again! 18 dedicated golfers took to the
links on April 15, 2008, at the Smoky Hill
Country Club in Hays, KS. The 3" Annual
KSCLS/CLMA Golf Tournament was played in
40 mph wind (at least it wasn't rain!!). Golf round
winners were: Eric Dulaney, Doug Renard,
Mike Burkhart, Paul Hargrave, Larry Byers, Glen
Braxton. Winners of Closest to the Pin &
Longest Putt were: Eric Dulaney, Roz Dahlen,
Jim Debrick, Terri Johnson. A “buy a chance to
win” prize table had a wonderful variety of items
such as wine, coffee/tea basket, golf balls, golf
accessories and many items donated by the
WSU Foundation. The event raised
approximately $900.00 for donation to the
Wheatlands CLMA & KSCLS student
scholarships! A special thanks to the following
hole sponsors: Affiliated Medical Services,
Beckman Coulter, Biosite, Hemocue, Kansas
Pathology Consultants, LABSCO, Peterson Lab
Services, Sysmex, & WPM Pathology Lab — and
to Quest Diagnostics for sponsoring the meal.
Also, thanks to Peterson Lab, Beckman Coulter,
& Sysmex for providing golf balls & accessories
and to WSU for donation of prizes. Thanks to
everyone who helped with the tournament and
supported this great cause! Maybe next year
we can get it to SNOW!

— ASCLS Annual
Meeting and Clinical Lab Expo,
Washington, DC

— Kansas,
Missouri, lowa and Nebraska
Regional Meeting, Council Bluffs, 1A



